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the obedient and suffering servant of Jehovah
PassageMark 7
One Sentence Summary of the Chapter (what was the purpose of this being written?):

What are some of the major themes in this chapter?
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What is something | can apply to my life this week?:
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What is something | can apply to my life this week?:
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Passage Hebrews 6
One Sentence Summary of the Chapter (what was the purpose of this being written?):

What are some of the major themes in this chapter?

How does this chapter encourage the readers to be steadfast in their faith?

What is something | can apply to my life this week?:



TOPIC: "Renewing Unto Repentance” - Hebrews 6

No chapter in the Bible has disturbed people more than Hebrews 6! It is
unfortunate that even sincere believers have "fallen out” over the doctrine of
"falling away"! There are several interpretations of this passage: (1) that
it describes an awful sin of apostasy, which means a Christian can lose his
salvation; (2) that it deals with people who were "almost saved" (see Scofield
note); (3) that this was a sin possible only to Jews living while the temple
sti1ll remained; (4) that it presents a "hypothetical case" or illustration that
could not really happen. While we respect the views of others, we must reject
those just listed. We feel that Hebrews 6 (like the rest of the book) was
written to believers; but that it DOES NOT deal with sin that results in a
believer "losing his salvation.” If we keep the total context of the book in
mind, and if we pay close attention to the words used, we will discover that
the main lesson of the chapter is repentance and assurance.

T AN APPEAL - 6:1-3

The writer has severely scolded his readers because of their spiritual
dullness (5:11-14); now he appeals to them to GO ON TO MATURITY (perfection).
This, of course, is the main theme of the book. The word "perfection” (or
maturity) is the same word used in the Parable of the Sower in Lk. 8:14 -
"...and bring no fruit to perfection.” This ties in with the illustration of
the field in Heb. 6:7-8, so keep this in mind. The appeal "Let us go on" is,
literally, "Let us be borne, or carried, on.” It is the same word translated
"upholding” in 1:3. In other words, he is not talking about self-effort; he is
appealing to the readers to yileld themselves to the power of God, the same
power that upholds the whole universe! How can we fall when God is holding us!

Instead of going ahead, these Jews were tempted to lay again "a foundation"
that is described in vss. 2-3. The six items in this foundation do not refer to
the Christian faith as such, but rather to the basic doctrines of Judaism. Fac-—
ing the fires of persecution, these Hebrew Christians were tempted to 'fall by
the wayside" by forsaking their confession of Christ (4:14 and 10:23). They had
already slipped back into "babyhood"” (5:11-14); now they were prome to go back
to Judaism, and thus lay again the foundation that had prepared the way for
Christ and the full light of Christianity. They had repented from dead works,
referring to the works under the law (9:14). They had shown faith toward God.
They believed the doctrine of washings (not Christian baptism, but the Leviti-
cal washings - see Mk. 7:4-5 and Heb. 9:10). Laying on of hands refers to
the Day of Atonement, Lev. 16:21; and every true Jew held to a future resurrec—
tion and judgment, Acts 24:14-15. T1If they did not move forward, they would have
to move backward; and that meant forsaking the substance for shadows.

II. AN ARGUMENT - 6:4-9

Note from the beginning that the issue is repentance, not salvation: "For
it is impossible...to renew them unto repentance” (vss. & and 6). If this is
talking about salvation, then it is teaching that a believer, if he "loses his
salvation,” cannot regain it! Yet the churches that teach "losing salvation"
are always Inviting backsliders to come back to the Lord! No, the issue is
repentance - the believer's attitude toward the Word of God. Verses 4-5
describe real Christians (see 10:32 and 2:9 and 14), and vs. 9 indicates that
the writer believed they were truly saved. We do not have "almost saved™
people here, but real believers.

The two key words are "fall away” and "crucify" in vs. 6. "Fall away" is
not the Greek word apostasia, from which we get apostasy; it is parapipto,
which means “"to fall beside, to turn aside, to wander. 1t is similar to the
word trespass, as in Gal. 6:1 - "...if a man be overtaken in a fault







